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Haurftn, and of Armenians about the Gulf of Alexandretta. Left to rule themselves, there 
would be bloodshed; an outside force is necessary. French commercial and political 
interests and objects are reviewed briefly. 

From the list of references given and from internal evidence, Ruppin's survey of the 
economic condition of Syria seems to be the result of careful work. It is really a source 
book of the commercial geography and economics of Syria. Its trade statistics are logi- 
cally arranged. The resources of every kind are described in illuminating terms whether 
the author deals with forestry, or agriculture, or irrigation. Of special interest is a list 
(pp. 29-31) of the Jewish agricultural settlements of Palestine in 1914, giving location, 
area, population, principal products and date of foundation. The accompanying notes 
on these colonies give a close view of their history and present economic status. 

Historical Claims and Territorial Disputes in Central Europe 

E. Schwab. Territoriale Abrundungsbestrebungen in Mitteleuropa: Ein Beitrag 
zur historisch-politischen Geographie der ehemaligenosterr.-ung. Monarchie. 

Map. Kartogr. und Schulgeogr. Zeitschr., Vol. 8, 1919, Nos. sand 6, pp. 76-79. Vienna. 
The greater part of this paper deals with the historical successions and territorial changes 
that have taken place in the six geographical systems, so-called, that lie in the Danube 
basin. Each system is now expressed politically in a national home (owing to the break-up 
of the Austro-Hungarian realm), and each has in the course of history brought forth an 
empire of wide influence and extent. The fullest extent of each, at some time in its history, 
has been reached at the expense of its neighbors. Thus have arisen conflicting historical 
claims that have led to present-day territorial disputes of grave consequence for the peace 
of Europe. By combining the historical with the ethnic principle the author has derived 
a map, printed in color, which shows the overlapping claims of Central Europe and part 
of the Balkans. Nothing else could show more clearly at once the great complexity of 
the territorial disputes of the region and the custom of European peoples of thinking 
historically in contrast to the simpler processes related to boundary settlements that 
operate in America and other relatively new lands. 

An Ethno-geographical Analysis of Indian Cultures in the Gran Chaco 

Erland Nordenskiold. An Ethno- Geographical Analysis of the Material Culture 
of Two Indian Tribes in the Gran Chaco. xi and 295 pp; maps, diagrs., ills., 
bibliogr. (Comparative Ethnographical Studies, Vol. I.) Goteborg, 1918. 9>^x6^ inches. 

Idem. The Changes in the Material Culture of Two Indian Tribes under the 
Influence of New Surroundings, xvi and 245 pp.; maps, diagrs., ills., bibliogr. 
(Comparative Ethnographical Studies, Vol. 2.) Goteborg, 1920. g}4 x 6^4 inches. 

In these two volumes Dr. Nordenskiold gives the results of his studies of Indian tribes 
of southern Bolivia and northern Argentina initiated years ago and continued in several 
later expeditions. Dr. Nordenskiold 's method is to assemble the information supplied 
by the literature; to supplement this with information on the civilization of the Indians 
from missionaries and travelers; and, in the light of the data thus acquired and of his 
own field studies, to analyze the material culture of the Indians. The two volumes to- 
gether contain 60 maps, showing the distribution of culture elements among the Choroti, 
Ashluslay, Chiriguano, and Chan6. These Indian tribes occupy the region from Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra southward nearly to the Rio Bermejo — the transition country between 
the Andean realm and the plains of Gran Chaco, a region in part densely forested, in part 
poorly wooded. The location of the settlements is governed by the water supply. While 
some of the streams are through-flowing the greater number of them disappear at the 
inner edge of the piedmont plain. Big game is scarce. The Chiriguano and Chan6 Indians 
live almost wholly by agriculture; maize can be produced easily. In years of little or 



